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KUDZU



A young boy wrestles with a deepening sense of remorse 
after the sudden disappearance of his friend. When those 
close to him begin to question his involvement, he is forced 
to make a life-altering choice.

“Kudzu” is a coming-of-age story that explo“Kudzu” is a coming-of-age story that explores the anguished 
mind of a fearful child. Themes of friendship, guilt, and 
redemption are examined against the backdrop of a scorching 
summer in the rural South.

INTRODUCTION



Corbin is a reserved child, always finding himself falling victim 
to the antics of his friend, Whit. Although their personalities 
differ, they spend most of their time together exploring the 
natural playgrounds of the rural South.

One daOne day, Whit takes Corbin to an abandoned farm. Corbin 
expresses apprehension about their tresspassing, but 
eventually follows Whit to their final destination -- a deep pit 
overgrown with kudzu vines at the edge of a forest.

Whit climbs onto a laWhit climbs onto a large bale of hay to get a better view into 
the pit, calling Corbin over to have a look for himself. When 
Corbin approaches the edge, Whit throws a handful of hay at 
him. Corbin retaliates, hurling a small stick at Whit. The stick 
strikes Whit in the face and sends him tumbling off of the hay 
bale and crashing violently into the pit. Overcome with fear 
and confusion, Corbin hopes that this is just another one of 
WhitWhit’s pranks and runs away from the scene.

As time passes without Whit’s return, Corbin’s guilt begins to 
overtake him. He is eventually questioned by his mother, 
Alice, and Whit’s father, Ben. He lies about what happened, 
which pushes him to sneak out later that night to find Whit 
himself.

Returning to the pit, Corbin discovers that his fears are true. 
He finds Whit’s unmoving body at the bottom, but doesn’t tell 
anyone.

The next daThe next day, Ben lashes out at Alice about Corbin’s 
involvement in Whit’s disappearance. Alice defends Corbin 
and reassures him, saying that he hasn’t done anything 
wrong. He is eaten up by this undeserved sympathy and 
decides to return to the pit one last time.

OVERVIEW



When I was a kid, I accidentally hit one of my friends in the 
head with a golf club. He fell to the ground and instead of 
helping him, I ran away. I hid the “weapon” in my dad’s tool 
shed and retreated to my room, completely overwhelmed by 
fear and guilt. To this day, I don’t know why I made that 
decision.

I found the golf club a few years lateI found the golf club a few years later, still in the spot where I 
hid it. There was dried blood in the grooves of the club -- a 
preserved reminder of the choices that children make when 
they’re faced with a situation that they don’t know how to 
handle.

This film is inspiThis film is inspired not only by this incident, but by my 
culminated experiences of growing up in the South -- the 
freedom, the wilderness, the cicada husks plucked from tree 
trunks. It was an amazing place to be a kid, but it also 
seemed to pulse with secrets. I wanted to make a film that 
encapsulated this atmosphere and the people that dwelled 
within it.

Kudzu is often called “the vine that ate the South.” It engulfs Kudzu is often called “the vine that ate the South.” It engulfs 
everything in its path, transforming entire landscapes into 
dark green graveyards. When controlled, it can be a helpful 
part of the ecosystem, but when left alone, it becomes an 
all-consuming parasite. I made this film to revisit the joys and 
sins of my youth by observing the life of a child whose mind 
has been overtaken by the vines of guilt.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT



Producer: Carver Diserens
CarverCarver is currently an MFA Creative Producing 
concentrate at Columbia University. He has 
worked in film and television in New York City 
since 2009, working on various projects 
including “The Colbert Report,” “How to Make 
it in America,” “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” “Men 
in Black III,” “Person of Interest,” "Anchorman 
II"II" and Amazon’s “Alpha House.” He has 
worked in accounting, production and 
locations departments and is currently 
interning at Amazon Studios in Los Angeles in 
their original comedy department. Carver is 
drawn to films that have strong, narrative 
driven stories with rich characters birthed from 
everyday situations tueveryday situations turned upside down.

Composer: Sumerlin Simpson
SumerlinSumerlin is a composer, songwriter, and music 
producer originally from Birmingham, Alabama 
and currently based in New York City. She 
began scoring student films as an 
undergraduate student at the University of 
Alabama, where she graduated with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in digital media. 
SheShe later enrolled in Berklee College of 
Music’s certificate program in Orchestration 
for Film and TV. She has composed original 
music for  several films and commercials 
encompassing a broad range of genres. Most 
recently she was selected to participate in 
BMI’s highly competitive film scoring 
mentorship pmentorship program in New York City.

Director/Writer/Producer: Connor Simpson
ConnorConnor is currently pursuing his MFA in film 
directing at Columbia University. Born and 
raised in the South, he spent years working as 
as a graphic designer and photographer while 
studying at the University of Alabama, where 
he majored in film production. Accolades for 
his past work include multiple festival 
scscreenings and awards, participation in the 
Transatlantic Talent Lab in Reykjavik, Iceland, 
and a Vimeo Staff Pick. His last short film was 
purchased for distribution by Film School 
Shorts and aired nationwide on PBS in 2016. 
His has also worked extensively in the 
commercial world, directing projects for 
multiple clients including Siemens.multiple clients including Siemens.

Cinematographer: Marcus Patterson
MaMarcus is a cinematographer born and raised 
in Birmingham, Alabama.  Growing up in the 
Southeast, he experienced smothering 
humidity, Southern Baptist hymns, football 
Saturdays (and Sundays), and beautiful rural 
landscapes.  After spending several years 
making corporate video content after 
undeundergrad, Marcus began to focus on 
narrative filmmaking.  In 2016 he shot thirteen 
shorts and several commercials and is 
currently prepping a 7-week documentary 
spanning three continents.  Currently pursuing 
an MFA from UCLA, the gritty South tends to 
find its way into his work in one way or 
anotheanother.

TEAM



Budget: $9,000 (approx)

Completed: February 2017

Location: Zion/Tuscaloosa, AL

Shooting Format: 4K Digital (Panasonic Varicam 35)

Final Length: 14 minutes

Language: English

WWebsite: kudzushort.com
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